


Plan a Fun Party on a Budget

Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations,
birthdays, Independence Day...

The parties are back-to-back this time of year. Wouldn’t it be
nice to have a quick survival guide to get through all the party
planning without amassing debt? Well here it is!

Invitations

We are all about the emailed invitation. They are green, they
are free, and they are contemporary. Evite.com makes it easy
for you to customize your own invitations and track
R.S.V.P.s, and you can invite anyone with an email address

(which is probably everyone).

For the more traditional folks, homemade is still a great way to go. Explore Martha Stewart’s
invitation ideas to get inspired.

Decorations

Your local dollar store is a nice standby for cute, cheap decorations. We’re also fans of using
food as your décor. What better way to save money than to get double the bang for your buck?
Fruit makes an appealing and tasty centerpiece or party favor. Check out some ideas here.

Food & Drink

Being creative with food is usually quite affordable while
making it easy to get that wow factor. Here are some
amazing sites for creative recipes:

e Great cakes from Martha

e Cocktails and appetizers from Rachael Ray

e Dinner party recipes

You can maximize your food budget and spruce up the
“wow” by picking one or two fancier dishes, comple-
mented by the less expensive dishes that we know fill
people up: nachos, chips and dip, brownies, etc.

Finally, see the iTip below for fun ways to use technol-
ogy as the entertainment for your party.

iTip: High-Tech Sites for Your Party

You pay enough for your home computer and Internet connection—you might as well make
the most of it. The Internet is a great tool for parties. Here are some sites you might enjoy.

Use Pandora to keep the music going: select an artist, and the site will play music by that artist
and others with a similar sound. Poll your guests for their favorite musicians, and change it up
every half hour or so. Disclaimer: we do not recommend using this at work as it could con-
sume too much bandwidth.

Check out This Day in Music: look up the number one songs that were out on everyone’s
birthday, then go to Yahoo! Music to play them all.

Get your guests addicted to Incredibox: let people take turns creating their own beat-box mu-
sic by dropping different sound icons onto the characters.

Calendar of Events
5/9: Mother’s Day

5/13: Friends of the Chil-
dren Friend Raiser

5/15-5/16: Dozer Day!
Hosted by Associated
General Contractors,
this two-day family
event gives everyone a
chance to get behind
the wheel of a dozer!

5/20: Power Breakfast
with Kim Sentovich. See
page 3 for details.

To see more events,
click here.

Race for the Cure:

Join our Team!

We just set up our Race
for the Cure team.
We'd love to have you
walk with us on Sepft. 19!

Click here to join our
team. Search for feam
name “Convergence
Networks.”

Click here if you'd like
to sponsor our team.
Thanks for supporting
this great cause.

Mother’s Day Eats
West Café, 1201 SW Jef-
ferson St, Portland: Their
brunch runs from 10am
to 2pm, with a free mi-
mosa for all mothers.

Oregon 700, 4001 SW
Canyon Rd, Portland:
Enjoy a classic buf-
fet...at the zoo. Cost is
$9.95 for kids and $20.95
for adults. Reservations
required.
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CEO Corner: Keeping up with Technology

I purchased my iPhone less than three years ago, and I’ve been receiv-
ing regular software updates ever since. That is until now. Last month
Apple announced that it was going to release the newest update, iPhone
OS version 4.0. However, for those of us who have the original iPhone,
this brings about the end of support. In under three years, my phone has
already become essentially obsolete—a story we can all relate to when
it comes to technology.

We’ve all experienced this. Our phones, our computers, our serv-
ers...they are state-of-the-art one day, and before we know it they are
outdated.

At some point, I had to change my expectations of technology. We demand more from tech-
nology now than ever before, so we have to accept the fact that our high demands require con-
stant hardware and software updates.

Five years ago the iPhone didn’t exist and smartphones
were just starting to become a necessity. Working remotely
was something you dreamed about being able to do. Your
antivirus software protected you from all the nasty viruses
that were spreading across the Internet. However, in today’s
environment, things have changed. It seems that everyone
has a smartphone, many people work remotely all the time
and there are new threats that require even more advanced
protection on your network.

Even though it sometimes feels like hardware devalues
faster than a new car, the updates are necessary to keep up
with our increased expectations and needs. We can prepare
for the costs by planning ahead and knowing that certain
equipment will need to be updated on a regular basis.

— Your TSD is happy to
help you develop a plan
to manage your IT costs
and schedule updates in
advance, so you know
when they are coming.

It is still difficult to ac-
cept all the changes—I
feel the same way about

| - ' p—— my own tech equip-
ment—but we can pre-
pare ourselves by plan-
ning ahead.

Power Breakfast
Did you know Conver-
gence sponsors the
monthly Porfland Busi-
ness Journal Power
Breakfast? We have
one or two tables at
each breakfast, and
you are welcome to
join us!

The breakfast is a great
opportunity to network

with other business peo-
ple and hear from locall
innovators.

Here are the upcoming

speakers:

e May 20: Kim Sen-
tovich, Sr. VP Pacific
Region for Walmart

e Jun. 17: Mike Powell,
Founder of Powell’s
Books

e Jul. 29: Kris Engskov,
Regional VP for Star-
buck’s

If you'd like to attend
an upcoming breakfast,
please contact Tara at
fparks@cnwi.net and
we will get you signed
up at no cost to you.
We'd love to have you
join us at our table up
front.



